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Washington State Office of Public 
Defense

·Joanne Moore, Director

·Sophia Byrd McSherry, Deputy Director

·Independent Judicial Branch Agency

·OPD Parents Representation Program

· Brett Ballew brett.ballew@opd.wa.gov

·Michael Heard michael.heard@opd.wa.gov

· Amelia Watson amelia.watson@opd.wa.gov

http://www.opd.wa.gov/

1-800-414-6064
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Implementation of the Right to 
Counsel

·Washington State Office of Public Defense

·Duties: implement the constitutional and statutory 
guarantees of counsel and ensure effective and efficient 
delivery of indigent defense services funded by the state 
of Washington (RCW 2.70).  These duties include:

· Trial court criminal indigent defense

· Appellate indigent defense

· Representation of indigent parents in dependency and 
termination cases
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The Right to Counsel in 
Dependency and TPR Cases

·Parents have a right to counsel at all stages of a 
proceeding in which a child is alleged to be dependent

·Shelter Care

·Dependency

·Termination of Parental Rights

·Appeals

·Indigent parents have a right to an attorney at public 
expense

RCW 13.34.090; In re Dependency of Grove, 127 Wn.2d 221 (1995)
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OPD Parents Representation 
Program

·Program Goals

·Reduce continuances

·Set caseload limits (+80 cases = full time case load)

·Establish practice standards

· Client Communication

· Early Engagement & Advocacy for Services and Visits

·Provide social workers and expert services
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OPD Parents Representation 
Program

·Program is established in 25 counties and contracts with 
over 130 attorneys and 18 social workers

·OPD Contracts (full time and part time) for indigent 
defense services with:

·Sole Practitioners

·Law Firms

·Public Defender Agencies

·OPD provides training for program attorneys and social 
workers

·OPD manages contracts
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OPD Parents Representation 
Program Counties
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wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ
!ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ ÄÕÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ 2ÕÌÅÓ 

of Professional Conduct (RPC)

Ȱ2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȱ

·Advisor- provides a client with an informed 
understanding of the client's legal rights and 
obligations and explains their practical implications;

·Advocate- conscientiously and ardently asserts the 
clients position under the rules of the adversary 
system; and

·Negotiator- seeks a result advantageous to the client 
but consistent with honest dealings with others.
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wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ
·Specific Duties to Client:
·Client Directed Representation- an attorney must abide by a client's 

decisions concerning the objectives of representation 

·Confidentiality - an attorney shall not reveal information relating to 
the representation of a client unless the client gives informed 
consent

·Render Candid Advice-in addition to the law, such advice can be 
moral, economic, social or political in nature

·Client with Diminished Capacity - as far as reasonably possible, an 
attorney must maintain a normal client -lawyer relationship with 
the client
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Program Standards
·2ÏÌÅ ÏÆ 0ÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ #ÏÕÎÓÅÌ- Counsel shall advocate 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔ ÔÏ 
direct the representation and make informed 
decisions based on thorough counsel. 

·Education, Training & Experience

·Relevant federal and state law

·Child development

·Available services and funding sources

·State and private child welfare agencies
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General Duties
·Continuity of Representation

·Caseload Standards

·Private cases

·System Improvement

·Reasonable Efforts Symposium

·Ȱ#ÏÕÒÔ )ÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȱ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ
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Relationship to Client
·Tailor representation to meet the unique needs of 

each client

·Cultural & Language considerations

·Substance Abuse

·Domestic Violence

·Mental health

·Poverty

·Avoid conflict of interest
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Client Communication
·Elements of Effective Client Communication

·Timely

·Attorney Availability

·!ÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓ

·Consistency and Frequency

·Documentation

·Confidentiality
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Communication with Third Parties
·Child Welfare Professionals

·Parties/ Represented

·Parties/ Not represented

·Non-parties
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